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The Role of PASA
The Pan African Sanctuary Alliance 
(PASA) was founded in 2000 to 
help connect sanctuaries caring for 
primates across Africa. A key role 
that PASA plays is facilitating and 
enhancing communication between 
primate sanctuaries, something that 
is extremely important during times 
of crisis. Communication has allowed 
for advancements in care, sharing of 
resources, identification of trends, and 
professional networking for sanctuaries 
in 13 countries across Africa. Similar 
to AZA Accreditation for zoos, PASA 
accreditation requires sanctuaries to 
have a clearly organized and ethical 
management plan and a budget to be 
defined and documented to reduce 
corruption and ensure that funds are 
being directed toward caring for their 
primates. PASA has several different 
accreditations and acknowledgements 
earned by being a reputable and ethical 
non-profit organization (Guidestar 
by Candid, 2003; Great NonProfits, 
2019) . PASA Director Gregg Tully is 
a familiar figure within the zoological 
community and has been a speaker 
at many different primate and animal 
care conferences across the world. His 
contributions to AAZK Conferences 
each year has inspired many keepers 
and volunteers to get involved with 
conservation initiatives impacting the 
animals they know and love at zoos. For 
the first time in PASA’s 20 year history, 
every single member sanctuary has 
experienced a loss of profits and an 
increased need for support all at the 
same time (Tully, 2020). Sanctuaries 
rely heavily on ecotourism to make 
ends meet (Eshun and Tonto, 2014), 
and like many other organizations 
and businesses, they were forced to 
close their doors to combat the global 
COVID-19 pandemic for nearly an 
entire year. 

Increased Precautions at PASA 
Member Sanctuaries
In addition to decreasing the human-
to-human spread of this deadly virus, 
PASA member sanctuaries have had to 
deal with another major concern for 
their primates. Primates are susceptible 
to the same illnesses as humans, 
which means they are also at risk for 

contracting and possibly spreading 
the COVID-19 virus with both their 
human caretakers and other sanctuary 
residents. Though the risk of spreading 
illness from international travelers 
has been a manageable concern in the 
past (Muehlenbein et al., 2010), the 
highly contagious novel coronavirus 
has changed precautionary methods 
required to reduce the outbreak 
(Mohapatra et al., 2020). Sanctuaries 
have had to create strict quarantine 
protocols for animal care staff and for 
incoming primates (Colin, 2020). With 
roughly 3,000 monkeys and apes being 
cared for at PASA member sanctuaries, 
the increased cost of personal protective 
equipment required to keep everyone 
safe has been extreme (Tully, 2020). All 
PASA member sanctuary staff members 
are required to wear protective gear 
like masks and gloves, all food gets 
disinfected, and many staff members 
have been rotating on and off in multi-
week shifts where they stay 24 hours 
per day at their sanctuary (Colin, 2020). 

Hardships and Triumphs at PASA 
Member Sanctuaries
At Lola Ya Bonobo, doors were closed 
to visitors at the same time that 
staff began living at the sanctuary to 

Chimpanzee rescue with increased PPE at Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage.   
(PASA Primates, & Chimfunshi Wildlife Orphanage. 2020)

protect their bonobo inhabitants. This 
significant drop in income paired with 
the increased hours employees needed 
to be paid has made for an incredibly 
tight budget (Tworoski, 2020). Limbe 
Wildlife Center created promotional 
videos thanking their donors and asking 
for more help (Kang, 2020). The Vervet 
Monkey Foundation noted that the loss 
of their international volunteers is one 
of the things that has impacted them 
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stood out as a leader for positive and 
effective social media communication 
during these trying times. Their video 
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Thanks to the support of many dedicated volunteers, PASA has been able to  
increase their presence across social media platforms to connect with more people during the current pandemic.

that family. We have had some incredible 
donors that have pledged to match 
donations and have donated significant 
funds to aid in the efforts of supporting 
these sanctuaries (Tully, 2020). Our 
sanctuaries have banded together 
and supported one another through 
joint fundraisers, sharing social media 
techniques to raise awareness and 
connect with donors, and by offering 
words of encouragement when times 
are particularly grim. With the support 
of many volunteers, PASA has been able 
to increase our presence on social media 
which has cultivated more connections 
with potential supporters. Individual 
AAZK members have offered a helping 
hand, and have started taking on bigger 
volunteer roles with PASA and our 
member sanctuaries. One person can 
make a difference, one Chapter can save 
a sanctuary, and one organized group of 
dedicated and passionate animal lovers 
like AAZK can make the world a safer 
place for primates and all other species 
we share this planet with. 
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